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Practical advice about giving

By Pastor Brian Kluth, Founder of the www.GenerosityPledge.org Movement

Here is some practical advice for people who have questions, doubts, or
tears about faithfully and generously giving to the Lord’s work.

If you are NOT a Christian: Don't focus on giving to God at this time -
but instead discover and accept what God wants to give you — complete
forgiveness, a brand-new start, the power to be good and to do good,
help for your problems, guidance from the Bible, the ability to forgive,
and a home in heaven. God gives these things to you when you admit
that you are a sinner who needs Jesus to be your Savior — because he
took the punishment for your sins on the cross. Ask Jesus to come into
your life and to be your living Lord and Savior.

For all Christians: Always make it a priority to faithfully support the work
of your local church first. Then give special gifts and offerings to other
Christian causes, projects, missions, or the needy as God leads you.

If you're fearful about giving 10% or more of your income to the Lord,
try a 90-day test: In Malachi 3:10, God invites people to “test’him in the
matter of tithing (giving the first 10% of your income to God’s work).
Therefore, I encourage people to try a 90-day test. Begin giving 10% of
your income to the Lord’s work and watch and see if God does not begin
working in your life in ways you haven't previously experienced. If you
regret that decision OR if you feel you never experienced God’s divine
help in your finances during this time period, then discontinue the test.
However, if you experience God’s help, joyfully continue giving 10% or
more to the Lord’s work.

If you want to begin to actively give to God FIRST: Here are four ideas to
choose from: 1) Whenever you get any money, set aside 10% or more to give
as the Lord directs. 2) Whenever you put a deposit in your chequebook,
write out the first cheque(s) to God’s work for 10% or more. 3) If you track
your finances through a bookkeeping system or computer program, set up
a category for church giving and another one for other Christian causes.
Then begin to faithfully set aside 10% or more of your income into these
accounts. 4) If you like to handle your finances electronically, consider
using online or electronic giving options to faithfully give 10% or more of
your financial blessings to the Lord.



If you are married to a Christian, but the two of you do not agree
on how much you should give to the Lord’s work: See if your spouse
will read through this material and/or listen to some of the Internet
messages at www.GiveWithJoy.org or www.GenerosityPledge.org.
Then talk and pray together about a mutually agreeable “testing
period” concerning your giving 10% or more.

Ifyou are married and your spouseis not a Christian: Identify any money
you have freedom to spend (read Luke 8:3) and set aside 10% or more of
this money to give to the Lord’s work AND/OR show this material to your
spouse and see if you can try the 90-day testing period.

If you are trying to decide whether to give off the gross or the net of
your income: Pray and ask God what he wants you to do. If he prompts
you in your heart to give off the gross amount, go ahead and do this,
trusting him with the results. If you don’t have a peace about this,
begin giving 10% off the net amount for a few months and see what
happens. After a few months, if you experience God’s creative care in
your life, then begin to give 10% or more off your gross income.

If you’re wondering about how much to give to your church and how
much to give to other places: A good practice I have used is to give 10%
of my main source of income to my local church (i.e., my main income
goes to support the work of my main source of Christian fellowship
and teaching). I then set aside 10% or more of God’s extra provisions
and financial blessings that he brings into my life so I can give to
missionaries, projects, and the needy as the Lord prompts me to give.

If you have children at home: Help your children set up a place where
they can set aside “God’s portion” of any money they receive (e.g.,
allowances, work projects, gifts of money, etc.). Have them give at
church, to missions, and/or to help people in need.

If you have “fallen behind” in your giving to God’s work: If you
knowingly or accidentally have fallen behind in your giving to God’s
work, you will never regret the decision to “get right” in this area.
Review your financial records from the past several months and pray
about “making up” the amount you have fallen behind. One elderly lady
in her 90s I heard about sent a tithe cheque to the church office with the
note, “I want to be prayed up, paid up, and ready to go!”

For more answers to commonly asked questions about giving, go to: www.GenerosityPledge.org



MEDIA INTERVIEWS

Brian Kluth is one of the world’s leading generosity experts, and he is frequently
interviewed or quoted by publications, news programs, and talk shows - including
NBC, CBS, CNN, CBN, FOX, USA Today, NPR, AP, Kiplingers, Reuters, Washington
Times, Wall Street Journal, newspapers, magazines, and hundreds of radio stations
across the country. He is normally available 24/7/365 for live or pre-recorded TV/
Radio/Print/Media interviews. He is available to do TV interviews onsite or from
studios in Denver or Colorado Springs. For details, go to: www.BrianKluth.com
and www.GenerosityPledge.org
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GUEST SPEAKING

Brian Kluth is a popular guest speaker on generosity and financial matters for
large churches, conferences, denominations, associations, colleges, seminaries,
leadership gatherings, conventions for financial services professionals, fundraising
training, and donor events. For details/bookings, go to: www.BrianKluth.org.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATIONS

People everywhere can be helped by discovering the truth found in this booklet.
As people from around the world have discovered Brian Kluth’s generosity
devotionals and materials, requests have been received to translate his devotionals
and materials into other languages. To find foreign language translations of Brian’s
materials (and/or to request permission to help translate, distribute, and/or sell his
materials), go to: www.kluth.org/intl.htm

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

7 Keys to Open-Handed Living in a Tight-Fisted World was written by Brian Kluth
by request of the Salvation Army, Eastern Territory in Sydney, Australia.
ISBN13: 978-1-4507-5273-2 Retail Price: $7.95 [US]
To order, go to www.GenerosityPledge.org, www.kluth.org, or call 866.935.5884 or 719.302.3383.
For additional generosity materials by Brian Kluth, go to www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org
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ENDORSEMENTS

Over the past 20 years, Brian Kluths generosity ministry
and/or materials have been endorsed by...

DENOMINATION AND  ASSOCIATION LEADERS  who had
Brian speak at their conferences — and/or who partnered with him to provide
thousands of copies of his devotionals and MAXIMUMgenerosity.org materials
to their pastors, churches, and ministries across the country or worldwide.

HOWARD DAYTON, Co-founder of Crown Financial Ministries
with Larry Burkett and Founder of Compass

RANDY ALCORN, Author of The Treasure Principle
RON BLUE, Author and President of Kingdom Advisors

STEPHEN JOHNSON, former Director of the Ecumenical Centre for
Stewardship Studies (serving Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian,
Reformed, and other denominations)

DR. TONY EVANS, Pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship and
Founder/President of The Urban Alternative

LEE JENKINS, Financial Author and Investment Advisor

DR. ANDRES PANASUIK, Bestselling Financial Author and Speaker
across Latin America and Spanish-speaking churches

DICK TOWNER, Executive Director of the Good $ense Movement
started by the Willow Creek Association

WORLD EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE, County leaders worldwide

REV. CANON GEORGE KOVOOR, Chaplain to the Queen and
Principal of Trinity College in the United Kingdom

DAN BUSBY, President of ECFA - Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability

DR. WESLEY WILLMER, Author of A Revolution in Generosity

DR. KREGG HOOD, Author of Take God at His Word -
Experience the Power of Giving

For video and written testimonials about some of the amazing generosity results
that churches, ministries, and individuals have experienced from Brian’s
materials or speaking ministry, go to: MAXIMUDMgenerosity.org/testimonials






